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Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form
of malice. Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in
Christ God forgave you.

Ephesians 4:31-32

) DISCUSSION

1. Having very different upbringings and family atmospheres meant Jeremy and Corrie
both had to learn certain things as adults in a relationship—Jeremy had to learn how
to deal with conflict because he’d rarely seen it in his own family, while Corrie, who
witnessed a great deal of conflict and upheaval, had to learn how to “fight fair.”
a. What are the differences between you and your spouse in terms of the role models you had and how
you were brought up to understand relationships and marriage?

b. What do you think you've learned from one another as a result?

c. Are there any things you still struggle to understand about your spouse?

2. In the “marriage triangle,” building a closer relationship with God brings couples closer
to one another.
a. Do you feel like you and your partner have grown closer to God over the course of your
relationship?

b. If not, why do you think that’s the case, and what are some things you think you could do
differently?
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. Think of some of the disagreements or arguments you’ve had with your spouse in recent
months. Were they over deep-seated issues like spirituality or character traits, or were
they simply because one or both of you were stressed and worn out that day?

. Some people like to let tempers cool down before discussing a difficult issue; others
prefer to “rip off the band-aid” and have it out right then and there.
a. Which strategy better describes you, and which describes your spouse?

b. Which way are the two of you more likely to handle disagreements?

c. Canyou think of a time when doing it “the other way” might have been more constructive?

. Jeremy and Corrie talk about how important it is to find the “entertainment value” in
your children.
a. Ifyou have kids, what are the personality traits or quirks that make each one individual?

b. What was the last thing each of them did that made you laugh?

. In a similar vein to #5, what are some things your spouse does that make you laugh? Do
you have inside jokes or “secret languages” that mean very specific things to the two of
you?

. In discussing the instruction from Ephesians to love one’s wife “the way Christ loved the
church,” Jeremy points out that Christ eventually gave up his own life for the church.
(See Ephesians 5:25.)

a. What are some things you have been, or would be, willing to give up for your partner?

b. Do you have certain things you wouldn’t be willing to give up no matter what?
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